7z                          CLEMENCEAU
see before acquiring the right to leave this world: they
are the Parthenon and those at Phigalia and Paestum.
Are you going to Naples ?
MYSELF : Yes.
CLEMENCEAU : Then see Paestum.   It's sublime !
MYSELF : I'll try to see Paestum . . . But I don't know
whether I shall be entitled to see whatever I wish at the
price. I rather think that I shall be treated something like
an emigrant. . . .
CLEMENCEAU \ Why not on your own feet ? That's
the way to do it! Nowadays there are so many ships and
railways that you can visit the Pyramids without leaving
your bed. They bring them to you in the morning on a
tray with the morning post.
MYSELF : Money is a great curse !
CLEMENCEAU: Do you mean that seriously? Look
at my grandson, Georges. He married a most impressive
collection of millions. Well, his father-in-law got the idea
of putting him into the jewellery business, in diamonds.
The other day he showed Georges a stone and asked him,
* What do you think of this stone ? ' The little fellow
said,* Oh, what a lovely emerald!9 ' Not at all/ answered
Roseneau, c it's the most appalling ruby that ever was/
Do you see to what insults money may lead ? The poor
little chap loves reading. . . . That's even quite respectable
and it's a good commentary on him. . . . Do you know
what his father-in-law did? He went to the auction
rooms and bought him an entire library. . . . Now who
could read books under those conditions ?
MYSELF : Are you doing any reading now ?
CLEMENCEAU : Yes, I'm reading a very amusing book,
a book about Alfred de Vigny ... do you like de Vigny ?
He is industrious, conscientious, and that makes a certain
impression. But if you delve deeper, if you look behinci